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The International Curriculum Overview: Intent, Implementation and Impact 

The International Early Years Curriculum (IEYC) and the International Primary Curriculum (IPC) are curriculum models based on thematic units that 

cover Nursery to Y6. Today’s children face more diverse challenges and opportunities than any other generation before them: climate change, 

political change, inequality, migration, an accelerating pace of technology and access to more information than ever before are just some of 

the issues that out children will face in their lives.  

The Vision and Philosophy of the International Curriculum  

Aim: the International Curriculum aims to improve learning in schools by supporting teachers and leaders through the provision of internationally 

researched curriculum materials and engaging units of learning. 

Philosophy: central to the international curriculum is the belief in, and commitment to, the holistic development of learners through enjoyable 

academic, personal and international learning that prepares them for opportunities and challenges now and in the future. 

At Willow Tree  the aim and the philosophy of the International Curriculum fits with our own school vision of ‘achieving excellence together’ where 

we offer an engaging curriculum where our children can foster a passion for learning and curiosity that will help to develop high aspirations and 

a lifetime of opportunities. 

Seven Foundations of the IPC 

The IPC is designed and driven by underpinning foundations that ensure the curriculum remains learning focused and puts the goal of improving 

learning at the centre of what we do. The following seven underpinning foundations from the structure of the IPC. 

▪ Foundation 1: Learner-focused personal, international and subject learning goals 

▪ Foundation 2: A progressive pedagogy 

▪ Foundation 3: A process to facilitate learning for all 

▪ Foundation 4: Globally competent learners 

▪ Foundation 5: Knowledge, skills, and understanding are taught, learned and assessed differently 

▪ Foundation 6: Connected learning 

▪ Foundation 7: Assessment for improving learning 

Each of the seven foundations for learning are exemplified below. Further detailed information can be found in the IPC Curriculum Guide 2020 to 

2026. 
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Foundation 1: Learner-focused personal, international and subject learning goals 

Learning should be at the core of what every good school does, and the overarching question that IPC asks is ‘how 

does this improve learning?’ The subject learning goals covered the knowledge, skills and understanding that 

children should learn across a range of subjects. The eight personal learning goals are integral to the IPC. The aim of 

the personal learning Goals is to develop character and attitudes rather than knowledge, skills and understanding. 

The development of an inquisitive mind and a sense of curiosity about the world and its people is essential for 

international learning. The international learning goals help learners begin the move towards increasing their 

knowledge and understanding of national, international, global and intercultural perspectives on the world around 

them whilst developing the capacity to take action and make a difference.  

Foundation 2: A progressive pedagogy 

A key part of the IPC focuses on brain-based learning. The IPC recognises that we have two types of memory: the working memory and the long-

term memory. The IPC units of learning work on the theory of children being able to extract prior learning and apply this to new learning as they 

complete the units of work across the year groups. The international curriculum has been designed to promote the use of 

a constructive pedagogy in classrooms whereby learners connect new knowledge to prior knowledge and are actively 

engaged in constructing their own understanding. The Knowledge Harvest enables children the opportunity to share what 

they already know about the upcoming learning so that it can be tailored accordingly to their needs. It also supports the 

strengthening of neuronal connections by helping learners to make links between new and existing learning.  

Foundation 3: A process to facilitate learning for all 

All IPC units follow the process to facilitate learning with a learner at the centre, which is structured to make sure that 

children’s learning experiences are stimulating and therefore effective. The key parts of the process include: Entry Point, 

Knowledge Harvest, Explaining the Theme, Research, Record, Reflect and the Exit Point, all underpinned by assessment for improving learning. The 

process to facilitate learning is repeated many times through an academic year, providing familiarity and routine to children’s learning journeys.   
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 Foundation 4: Globally competent learners 

In order for children who learn through the International Curriculum to become engaged globally, competent citizens, it is crucial for them to 

develop not only a strong interest in their own and others cultures and a deep understanding of multiple perspectives, but also a keen desire to 

help shape local and global communities through actions that impact positively on society. Being globally aware starts in our own school 

community before expanding to the local area and then further afield to the UK and more globally. All units within the International Curriculum 

cover an international dimension to allow the children to reflect, deepen their understanding of the world in which they live.  

 

 

Foundation 5: Knowledge, skills, and understanding are taught, learned and assessed differently 

Across the international curriculum, Knowledge, skills and understanding are all considered valuable. All of the Knowledge Learning Goals start 

with ‘to know’, all of the Skills Learning Goals start with ‘be able to’ and all of the Understanding Learning Goals start with ‘understand’. Icons for 

knowledge, skills, and understanding are shared with children along with the definitions for each. 

KNOWLEDGE 

 

 

Definition: We think of 

knowledge as ‘knowing 

that’  

Characteristics of knowledge: Knowledge can be new or consolidated. 

Knowledge is continually expanding and can change as new discoveries are 

made.  

SKILLS  

 

Definition: We think of skills 

as ‘being able to do 

something’  

 

Characteristics of skills: Skills are learnt in a practical way; they can be new or 

consolidated. We define developmental stages of acquiring skills as ‘Beginning, 

Developing, Mastering and Innovating’.  
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UNDERSTANDING  Definition: We think of 

understanding as making 

meaning  

 

Characteristics of understanding: Understanding is personal and connections 

have to be made actively by the learner in order to make meaning. Multiple 

opportunities should be offered for learners to develop and demonstrate their 

understanding. Understanding includes components of knowledge, skills 

 and experience.  

  

 

 

Foundation 6: Connected Learning 

The international curriculum promotes connected learning in a variety of ways. Learning is interdependent through 

connecting ideas to subjects and between subjects and prior learning to current learning so that the connections in the brain 

are reinforced. In the IPC subjects are built independently and interdependently into different thematic units of learning so 

that learners can engage in dialogue from different viewpoints. This enables children to see the wider context of their learning 

and to make connections both through and across different subjects.  

 

 

 

Foundation 7: Assessment for improving learning 

Whilst teachers are expected to plan for assessment opportunities, the reality is that learner performance, interactions and questions provide a 

constant stream of important information that the teacher should be using on an ongoing basis to inform future planning. Assessment for improving 

learning involves teachers and learners becoming partners in learning, helping teachers to further develop the knowledge, skills and understanding 

of their learners. Knowledge is assessed in a range of ways. This might include the Knowledge Harvest, quizzes, question and answer sessions. Skills 

are assessed through rubrics.  
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At Willow Tree we encourage our children to develop and master a range of knowledge, skills and understanding 

in all areas of the curriculum. As a whole school community, we have devised a range of subject characters and 

knowledge, skills and understanding principles that are specific to each area of the curriculum, to enable the 

children to identify not only the subject they are learning but also the content. The characters were shared with 

the children and they generated a list of knowledge, skills and understanding for each area. 

 

In History, when the children are being historians they: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

know about significant 

individuals of the past 

know about significant 

historical events 

know about significant people, 

places and events in our 

locality  

understand the changes in 

Britain from the Stone Age to 

the Iron Age 

use primary and secondary resources 

to find out information about 

historical events of significant people 

know about early British 

settlements such as the Anglo 

Saxons and Scots 

understand how the Roman 

Empire influence Britain and how 

it impacts on our lives today 

 

 

know about the Viking raid and 

invasions of Britain and the 

struggle of the Kingdom of 

England 
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History  

Learners will know that the study of history concerns events, actions and peoples of past societies and developing 

an understanding of the relationship between the past and students’ lives today. As learners move from Milepost 1 

to the IMYC, the increasing complexity is influenced by the historical sources learners use, as well as the depths of 

understanding required around the causes, actions and outcomes of events and situations. Learners will gain 

knowledge of a variety of times, including ancient, modern, recent and living history. They will know about 

significant events in specific periods and places. Skills of critical analysis, including identifying bias within a broad 

range of primary and secondary sources, are essential to becoming a historian. Learners will develop an 

understanding of world history and the interconnectedness of the past. They will cultivate an understanding of and 

empathy for peoples of the past through engaging with multiple perspectives accessed through a variety of 

sources. To promote engagement with home, host and adopted countries’ traditions and cultures, we recommend 

drawing on a broad range of stimuli and resources to support teaching and learning in history.     

 

 

As well as meeting the Learning Goals, to be successful, learners must:  

– Use appropriate vocabulary and subject specific terminology  

– Connect learning within and between subjects  

– Engage with current affairs on a local and global level, including ethical issues  

– Make use of available, fitting technology 

– Demonstrate academic honesty  

– Apply all the Personal Learning Goals 
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 In Early Years the foundations for future History learning are covered in the Understanding the 

World area of learning 

Key 

Vocabulary 
E
a

rl
y

 Y
e

a
rs

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

History 

Three and 
Four-Year-Olds 

Understanding the World • Begin to make sense of their own life-story and 

family’s history. 

Reception Understanding the World • Comment on images of familiar situations in the past. 

• Compare and contrast characters from stories, including 

figures from the past. 

ELG Understanding 
the World 

Past and 
Present 

• Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles 

in society. 

• Know some similarities and differences between things in the 

past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been 

read in class. 

• Understand the past through settings, characters and events 

encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 

History 

Past 

Present 

Future 

Family 

Life 

Change 

Grow  

Compare 

Similar 

Different  

Historical 

Job 

Occupation 

Role  

 

 

 

How our environment lays the foundation for 

future history progression 

The Early Years environment provides opportunities for History learning.  A range of 

historical knowledge is taught throughout the year.  

 

The EYFS environment will change throughout the year dependant on what is being 

taught e.g. when talking about the lives of people and their roles in society, there 

will be different role play areas set up to compliment this and when we are learning 

about the past, we will include artefacts from the past into our setting.  Similarly, 

when we are talking about the children’s memories of different celebrations, we will 

include resources to support this into our environment.   

 

When studying key historical figures, role play areas will be set up to make this 

learning fun and engaging e.g. when learning through the topic ‘Animal Rescuers,’ 

we will learn about Steve Irwin and set up an animal themed role play.  Also, during 

‘Once Upon a Time,’ we will learn about the late Queen and the royal family.  The 

children will have access to role play and resources to support this.  
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What resources and texts we use to lay the 

foundation for future history progression  

Throughout the year, many books will be used as a starting point to help lay the 

foundations for children’s future historical learning.   The books used will be a mixture 

of fiction and non-fiction, for example, in Autumn term, we will explore the text 

‘Superhero like you’ which will allow the children to learn about significant people in 

our community.  The children will then explore non-fiction texts surrounding people 

who help us.  We will also explore the question ‘who am I?’ and the children will 

explore change over time (from a baby to a child).  We will use real baby photos to 

support our learning.  

 

Another example of this is in the summer term when looking at historical figures, the 

children will look at fiction books about animals and this learning will lead on to 

exploring Steve Irwin using Non-fiction texts and resources. 

 

What learning experiences we provide to lay the 

foundations for future history progression 
In the EYFS, children begin to form the foundations for later work in history.  Children 

have lots of opportunities to develop a sense of past and present through daily 

discussion where language such as; yesterday, last week and today is used.  They 

are encouraged to talk about their experiences of events, such as the celebrations 

that they may have experienced in the past.  Change over time is also explored by 

comparing ourselves in the present to how we looked as a baby.   

The children have a chance to talk about the lives of people around them and their 

roles in society through learning about people who help us and different 

occupations.  Role play forms a huge part of this as the children can dress up and 

act out these occupations.  There is also a chance to meet some of the significant 

people within our society e.g.  the fire service will visit to teach us about their role.  

During the year, the children will have the opportunity to learn some key facts 

about some historical figures e.g. the late Queen and Steve Irwin.   

 

 

Units being taught in Reception The learners will be learning about … Key Vocabulary 
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This is me • To be able to say who they are and who they 

live with. 

• To be able to talk about upcoming events with 

their immediate family. 

• How babies change and grow. 

• To be able to sequence family members, 

explaining who they are (baby, toddler, child, 

teenager, adult, elderly). 

• To be able to share likes and dislikes. 

• To be able to comment and fictional characters 

in stories. 

Family 

Grow 

Change 

Like 

Dislike 

Character 
 

 

To the rescue • To be able talk about members of immediate 

family in more detail. 

• To be able to identify emergency situations 

and who to call. 

• Different celebrations such as Christmas and 

Diwali. 

• Can identify what to do in an emergency. 

• To be able to discuss different occupations 

and identify similarities and differences 

between jobs. 

 Family  

Same 

Different 

Celebration 

Christmas 

Diwali 

Emergency 

999 

Paramedic 

Nurse 

Doctor 

Teacher etc.  

 

Once upon a time • To be able to share some similarities between 

characters, figures and objects. 

• The‘past’and being able to talk about 

something that has happened in the past. 

 

Past 

Characters  

Figures  

Similar  

Happened 

Queen 

King 

Royal family 
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Animal rescuers • To be able to talk about any pets they might 

have and know the difference between pets. 

• Can talk about experiences that they have 

had in the past involving animals e.g. trip to 

the zoo. 

• To be able to comment on historical figures 

or objects in non-fiction texts. 

Pets 

Animals 

Experience 

Adventure 

Past 

Historical figure 

 

The world around us • Can talk about past experiences related to 

going on an adventure or a journey.  

Past 

Journey 

Adventure 

Travel 

Similar  

Different   

Ocean treasures • To be able compare and contrast historical 

figures and objects from non-fiction texts, 

sharing similarities and differences. 

• Can recognise what has happened in the 

past and what is going to happen in the 

future e.g. transition to Y1.  

History 

Historical figure 

Non-Fiction  

Past 

Future 

Key Stage 1 and 2 NC Purpose of Study for History 

Purpose of study 

A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It should inspire 

pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and 

develop perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and 

relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time. 

 

Y
e

a
r 

1
 

NC Statutory Programme of Study for KS1 
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Unit being taught The learners will be finding out….. Key 

Vocabulary 

 •   

The Magic Toymaker 

Classifying Materials 

 

In The Magic Toymaker, we will be learning all about the world of toys and the role that they play in entertaining 

us, educating us, and stimulating our imagination. As historians, we will be finding out about the ways in which toys 

have changed over time; as scientists, we will be exploring the various materials that toys are made of; as designers, 

we will be learning about the different stages of the toy-making process and creating our own board games; and as 

programmers, we will be covering the basics of computer game coding. Toys come in many shapes and sizes, but what 

is it that makes a great toy? 

 

In History will be finding out: 

• Toys and games from the past 

• How to order a group of objects from old or new 

• How to create our own toy museum display 

• How we can learn about the past in different ways 

Antique, Caption, 

Catalogue, Compare, 

Contrast, Curator, 

Equipment, Era, 

Exhibit, Generation, 

Interview, Modern, 

Museum, Present, 

Questionnaire, Self-

portrait, Theme, 

Timeline 

 
People of the Past 

Significant People 

 

 

In People of the Past, we will be learning about a variety of significant people who left a lasting impact on humanity 

through their hard work, resilience and creativity. As historians, we will investigate the lives of several influential 

figures to find out about the personal qualities that enabled them to shape the world as we know it. As musicians 

and artists, we will be producing pieces inspired by the lives and works of famous composers and painters, thereby 

exploring the elements that made their creations so ground-breaking. Throughout the unit, learners should be 

encouraged to reflect: How are our lives different thanks to the work of these significant people? 

 

In History will be finding out: 

• Using a living graph to explore how a person from history might have been feeling 

• The life of a famous explorer using maps and role play 

• Comparing the lives of two different explorers 

Ceremony, 

Chronological, Circum

navigate, 

Consequence, Decode, 

Dilemma, Explorer, 

Expedition, Famous, 

Goods, Inventor, 

Laws, Manuscript, 

Modern, Parchment, 

President, Prime 

minister, Printing 
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• The difficult decisions that rulers had to make in the past 

• The achievements of important scientists and inventors 

• Spoken and written communication technologies that have developed over time 

• What life was like at different times in the past 

 

press, Prisoner, 

Profession, Portrait, 

Ruler, Scroll, 

Significant, 

Smallpox, 

Telegraph, 

Tradition, 

Uncharted, Vaccine 
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NC Statutory Programme of Study for KS1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit being taught The learners will be finding out….. Key 

Vocabulary 

From A to B 

Inventions and 

Development 

 

 

The letters ‘A’ and ‘B’ can be used to mean anything we like. Often, we use 'from A to B' to talk about travel 

from one place to another. Think about all the different places you travel. In this unit we will be learning 

about the different types of journeys we can make, across land, sea and air. In order to do this, we will need 

to be geographers, historians and engineers. How we travel is constantly changing, so what does the future 

hold for travel and journeys? 

 

In History will be finding out: 

• What journeys were like in the past by interviewing an elderly member of the community 

• Interviews and eyewitness accounts as a primary historical source 

• Timelines that show when different types of transport were invented 

 

 

 

 

 

Past, Historical  
Lifetime, Elderly, 

Older, Younger  
Timeline, Transport  
Invented,  
Chronological  
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 Time Travellers 

Finding out about the past 

 

 

We will be learning about how people find out about the past, the clues we can uncover and how evidence tells 

us what happened in the past. We will be historians finding out about how past is recorded and represent. We 

will explore our own past and how we can find out more. Have much can you remember from your past? What 

can you find out? 

 

In History will be finding out: 

• Our own personal history 

• How to order events chronologically 

• How to make a family tree 

• How we find out about events in the past 

• How to investigate artefacts 

• Local history 

• Interviewing eye witnesses 

• How the area around our school has changed over time 

• Significant inventions from the past 

Timeline, Chronology, 

Aviation, Generations 

 

Hooray-Let’s go on holiday 

Inventions and 

Development 

 

In Hooray... Let's Go On Holiday!, we will be learning about why holidays are special days when we take a rest 

from school and work. We will need to be geographers as we learn about different holiday destinations around 

the world, and we will need to take on the role of historians when we learn about holidays in the past. We will 

also need to be able to find out information from the Internet and books. 

 

In History will be finding out: 

• The holidays that we have been on 

• The evolution of luggage over time 

• Differences between holidays in the past and holidays today 
 

Luggage, Souvenir 

 

We are what we eat 
Health and Well-being  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In We Are What We Eat, we will be learning about the vital role of food in sustaining human life, as well as 

its importance in history and culture throughout the world. As scientists and nutritionists, we will be 

studying the different types and amounts of food our bodies need so that we can plan healthier diets and 

enjoy healthier lives. 

 

In History will be finding out: 

• The food that our parents and grandparents ate when they were young 

• The food that our ancestors ate 

• How and why the choice of food in our shops has changed 
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NC Statutory Programme of Study for KS2 
Pupils should be taught about: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit being taught The learners will be finding out….. Key 

Vocabulary 

Explorers and Adventurers 

Discovering the World 

 

Have you ever wanted to venture to undiscovered lands?  Well, you might just be an explorer!  In this unit, we 

will be learning about explorers and adventurers from the past, the challenges they faced and how they have 

opened our eyes to the world around us. As we embark on our learning journey, we will need to fasten our 

seatbelts and become historians, geographers, artists and scientists and along the way, we´ll develop our 

international mindedness as we travel far and wide.  
 

In History will be finding out: 

• Explorers and the journeys they made 

• Why explorers tried to discover new places 

• How to create a timeline 

• What changed because of where explorers went 

• How adventurers pushed boundaries 

Chronology, 

Colonisation, Colony, 

Indigenous, Invade, 

Native, Population, 

Settlement, Sponsor, 

Timeline 

 

Scavengers and Settlers 

Past Civilisations 

We will be learning about how historians find out about the past civilisations and what clues we can uncover 

about the people that lived during different eras from the evidence that has been left behind. We will be 

historians and explore how early humans adapted and developed new skills in order to survive, as well as 

Ancestor, Artefact, 

Fossil, Migration, 
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exploring the different settlements they created long ago.  We will also be finding out about our ancestors, 

who they were and what they did during three key eras: the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age. Are our 

ancestors different to the people that live today? What is similar/different about our lives and the lives of 

the earliest humans?  
 

In History will be finding out: 

• How fossils are formed and what we can learn from them 

• How our earliest ancestors might have lived 

• The migration of early humans 

• How we can learn about the past by investigating a Stone Age village 

• What life was like during the Bronze Age and Iron Ages 

 

Palaeontologist, 

Prehistoric, Species 
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NC Statutory Programme of Study for KS2 
Pupils should be taught about: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit being taught The learners will be finding out….. Key 

Vocabulary 

Temples, Tombs and 

Treasures  

Past Civilisations 

The people who helped create the first great civilisations were not unlike you and me. Today we can learn a 

lot about these people and their way of life through the things they left behind- from everyday objects to 

magnificent and rare treasures. 

 

We will be learning about who the first Ancient civilisations were, where they settled in the world and why 

they chose that particular place. We will look at how these civilisations grew rapidly and lasted for thousands 

of years. We will explore what their family life was like, how they communicated their life, their religion, 

traditions and beliefs, who ruled these civilisations, their tombs- how they were built, why they were built 

and the process of making a mummy! We will investigate the treasures and paintings left behind in these 

tombs and how this can tell us about life in the past. We will look at their stories and retell these stories 

with music and compare life in the past to life today. We will need to be historians, artists, geographers and 

musicians. 

 

What was it like to live in Ancient Egypt or Ancient Sumer? Would you like a time machine to go back and visit 

the past? 

 

In History will be finding out: 

• What life was like in Ancient Egypt and Ancient Sumer  

• How ancient civilisations used rivers 

• How to use evidence from primary and secondary sources to find out about ancient 

civilisations 

Amulet, Ancient, 

Archaeologist, Artefact, 

Canopic jar, Cartouche, 

Civilisation, Cuneiform, 

Embalm, Hieroglyphics, 

Mummify, Papyrus, 

Pharaoh, Servant, 

Symbolism, Temple, 

Tomb 
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• Families in ancient times 

• Ancient writing systems and why they were created 

• Gods and goddesses  

• The Pharaohs and Lugals that ruled Ancient Egypt and Sumer 

• How the pyramids might have been built 

• Ancient Egyptian and Sumer tombs and burial traditions 

• Archaeologists and their famous discoveries 

They Made A Difference 

Significant People 

Some people have made such a big difference in the world that their impact on our lives can still be felt 

today. In this unit we will be learning about people from various walks of life that their ideas or 

achievements have singled them out from others. Some of them are more famous and recognised than 

others, but do you think you need to be famous to have an impact on and change the world? What could we 

do to make a difference? Let’s find out! 

 

In History will be finding out: 

• Rulers or leaders that have made a difference 

• Making a timeline to organise events chronologically  

• Primary and secondary historical sources  

• Personal bias in the account of historical events 

• Scientists who have made a difference 

• People who are making history. 

Autobiography, Bias, 

Biography, Leader, 

Primary source, Ruler, 

Secondary source  

Island Life  

Physical Geography  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geographers and explorers estimate that there are over one million islands on earth! In this unit, we will 

be learning about the islands of the world, how they are formed, what life is like on some islands, as well as 

some of the threats to people’s lives and their unique cultures. We will explore how islands range hugely in 

shape, size, location and climate but that they are all surrounded by water. We will need to be geographers 

and cartographers as well as artists and musicians. As almost one in ten people on earth live on an island, 

let’s explore what some islands are like across the globe! Can you imagine what life would be like to live on a 

small island? 

 

In History will be finding out: 

• Darwin’s exploration of islands 

Fauna, Flora 
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NC Statutory Programme of Study for KS2 
Pupils should be taught about: 
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Unit being taught The learners will be finding out….. Key 

Vocabulary 

The Great, the Bold, the 

Brave 

Past Civilisations 

 

The history of western civilisation begins with the Greeks and the Romans. Their expanding empires helped 

to spread ideas about architecture, food, entertainment, literature, science, medicine and politics across the 

globe. As their empires ended, other cultures rose to prominence, absorbing and passing on their own ideas 

and cultures – creating the world we know today. 

 

In History will be finding out: 

• Ancient Greece and what the buildings tell us about life in the past 

• How Athens and Sparta changed in response to the threat from the Persian Empire 

• The past civilisations that have shaped life in Britain today  

• The rise and fall of the Roman Empire  

• The Roman Army 

• Some of the important historical figures, such as Alexander the Great and Alfred the 

Great, and their place in history 

• Invaders and settlers in the Middle Ages  

• How we find out about the past. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spartan, 

Athenians,  Governme

nt, Democracy, 

Politicians, Council, 

Citizen, Oligarchy, 

Hierarchy, Persians, 

Solidarity Battle of 

Marathon, Battle of 

Thermopylae, Battle 

of Salamis, Battle of 

Plataea, 

Encyclopaedia, 

Parthenon, Pediment, 

Metopes, Frieze, 

Athena, Peplos, Ionic 

columns, 

Centauromachy, 

Gigantomachy, The 

Sack of Troy, 

Panathenaic festival, 

Architecture, Republic, 

Patricians, Equites, 

Plebeians, Foreigners, 

Provincials, Emperor, 

Conqueror, Saxons, 

Vikings, Tapestry 

The Holiday Show  

Globalisation and 

Economics 

 

 

 

 

We will be learning about our responsibilities as tourists, and the impact that our choice of holiday and travel 

destination can have on the human and physical environment. We will need to be geographers to compare and 

contrast countries as tourist destinations. What are the positive and negative impacts of tourism on 

different places in the world? 

 

In History, we’ll be learning about: 

 

• Creating a history tour based on a theme or person. 

 

 

 

Historical location, 

Chronologically, 

Museum, Monument  
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 Space Scientists  

Earth and Space  

 

 

We will be learning about Earth, the planet we all call home: its relationship with the Sun and Moon; what it 

is made of, and how our understanding of the solar system has changed over time. Is earth the best planet 

for human survival? Why? We will be scientists, historians, designers and artists to understand more about 

the planet where we live. What do you think makes our planet special? 

 

In History we’ll be learning about: 

 

• The different theories of the organisation of the solar system 

• Significant events in the history of space exploration 

• Astronomers who contributed to our understanding of the universe 

• The constellations and the related myths. 
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Y
e

a
r 

6
 

   

NC Statutory Programme of Study for KS2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Unit being taught The learners will be finding out….. Key 

Vocabulary 

900CE 

Past Civilisations 

 

We will be learning that at 900 CE different ancient civilizations were rising and declining across the world. 

We will study the ancient Mayan civilization, the Kingdom of Benin and the rise of the Islamic empire. We will 

need to be historians and use artefacts and historical sources to make observations about the life cycle of 

civilizations and the legacies they leave us. What happens when empires grow? What causes change and 

decline? What have we learnt from these past civilisations?  

 

In History, we’ll be learning about: 

 

• The Maya from the buildings and artefacts they left behind 

• Maya religion and ceremonies 

Civilisations, Mayan, 

Archaeological 

evidence, primary and 

secondary resources, 

City-states, Benin, 

Artefacts, Codices, 

Glyphs, Revolutions, 

Edo Empire, 

Hierarchy, Nomadic, 

Islamic Civilisation, 
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• The Maya writing and counting system  

• Possible reasons Mayans abandoned their cities 

• What Benin City in West Africa might have looked like 

• How to use different sources to find out about the Kingdom of Benin 

• How the Edo/Benin people celebrate and worship 

• What happened to the Kingdom of Benin 

• What the ancient city of Baghdad was like  

• The spread of the Islamic Empire 

• The achievements and inventions of the Golden Age of Islam 

• Why the Islamic empire declined. 

Caliphs, The 

Crusaders The 

Mongols, Society  

Being a Historian  

Finding out about the past  

 

We will be learning about chronology and its importance when studying history because it helps us to 

understand the reasons why things have happened and how the present is influenced by the past. We will 

also be exploring the perspectives of different people during historically significant moments and how changes 

to our world can affect people in many different ways. 

 

Throughout this unit, we will need to be historians; will practise and develop the skills that historians use to 

understand events from the past. What skills do you think a historian needs? Will these skills change in the 

future when today becomes history? 

 

In History, we’ll be learning about: 

 

• Representing chronology in timelines and family trees 

• Terminology used to describe periods of time 

• Researching significant events on specific days 

• Evaluating sources of information on significant people from the past 

• How inventions developed over time and changed lives. 
 

Chorological order, 

exhibition, agriculture, 

civilisation, foreigners, 

architecture, 

conqueror, 

chronologically, 

monument, democracy, 

hierarchy 

Going Global 

Globalisation and 

Economics 

 

We will be learning about how we are all connected through trade and how this impacts our everyday lives. We 

will look at products we consume and how they impact our local and global communities.  

 

We will need to be geographers to understand where different products are manufactured and by whom. As 

historians we will understand the connection with historic trade routes and globalisation. What is a global 

citizen? Find out what your role as a global citizen is and how your actions impact the world around you! 

 

In History, we’ll be learning about: 

 

• How people used to trade in the past 

• The goods that were trade in past societies and ancient civilisations 

• Major trade routes around the world. 

Civilisations, time 

periods, chronological 

order, exploration, 

expansion, native 

countries 
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Full Power  

Electricity and Energy 

 

Electricity is one of the most important discoveries ever made and we have learnt how to use it to power 

almost every aspect of our lives. But who discovered electricity and how does it work? As scientists, we will 

investigate how electricity flows in different circuits, different materials that make good electrical 

conductors and insulators, explore new inventions that use renewable energy to generate electricity and how 

to be safe around electricity. As historians, we will find out the significant contributions of different 

scientists in the history of electricity. As designers and innovators, we will harness the power of electricity to 

create games. 

 

In History we’ll learning about: 

 

• The history of electricity 

Discovered, Benjamin 

Franklin, Luigi 

Galvani, Alessandro 

Volta, Humphry Davy, 

Michael Faraday, 

Georg Ohm, Thomas 

Edison, Nikola Tesla, 

Inventor  
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Progression of Knowledge within the History Curriculum  
Year 

Group 

By the end of Early Years, the learners will: 
E
a

rl
y

 

Y
e

a
rs

 Understanding the World  

Early Learning Goal – Past and Present   

Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experience and what has been read in class 

Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 
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Y
e

a
r 

1
 a

n
d

 2
 

      

 

By the end of Key Stage One, the learners will:  

 

Unit/s where the knowledge is 

covered/revisited 

Year 1 Year 2  

Historians and their research methods - Know that there are a variety of ways to learn about the 

past 

 

People of the Past 

The Magic 

Toymaker 

From A to B 

Time Travellers 

Hooray! Let’s Go 

on Holiday! 

 

Time and Chronology - Know about the significant events and dates of their own lives 

 

 Time Travellers 

Time and Chronology -Know that how people talk about time is influenced by culture 

 

 From A to B 

Time Travellers 

Hooray! Let’s Go 

on Holiday! 

 

 

Cause and effect - Know differences between their own lives and those of people from the past 

 

People of the Past 

The Magic 

Toymaker 

Treasure Islands 

From A to B 

Time Travellers 

Hooray! Let’s Go 

on Holiday! 

 

 

Cause and effect Know that commemorative events may give insight into different nations 

 

People of the Past 

 

Time Travellers 

 

Y
e

a
r 

3
 a

n
d

 4
 

    

Y
e

a
r 

1
 a

n
d

 2
 

  

By the end of Lower Key Stage 2, the learners will:  

 

Unit/s where the knowledge is 

covered/revisited 

Year 3 Year 4 

Historians and their research methods -Know that historians study an artefact within its historical 

context 

 

Scavengers and 

Settlers 

Temples, Tombs 

and Treasures 

Time and Chronology -Know about the significant events, dates and features of past societies 

 

Explorers and 

Adventurers 

Scavengers and 

Settlers 

 

Island Life 

Temples, Tombs 

and Treasures 

They Made a 

Difference 

Time and Chronology -Know that there is a significant division in how we organise time called year 

zero 

 

Explorers and 

Adventurers 

Scavengers and 

Settlers 

Temples, Tombs 

and Treasures 

They Made a 

Difference 



28 | P a g e  

 

  

Cause and effect -Know the history of people and/or places they have a connection with 

 

Explorers and 

Adventurers 

Scavengers and 

Settlers 

They Made a 

Difference 

 

Cause and effect - Know about similarities and differences between past and present lifestyles 

 

Explorers and 

Adventurers 

Scavengers and 

Settlers 

 

Island Life 

Temples, Tombs 

and Treasures 

 

Y
e

a
r 

5
 a

n
d

 6
 

 
  Y

e
a

r 
3

 a
n

d
 4

 

                                         

By the end of Upper Key Stage 2, the learners will: Unit/s where the knowledge is 

covered/revisited 

 Year 5 Year 6 

Historians and their research methods - Know how historians build inferences about the past based 

on evidence 

The Great, the 

Bold, the Brave 

900CE 

Going Global 

Being a Historian  

Time and chronology - Know about the characteristic features of particular periods and societies The Great, the 

Bold, the Brave 

Space Scientists  

900CE 

Going Global 

Being a Historian 

Time and chronology - Know that the same period or event can be labelled in more than one way The Great, the 

Bold, the Brave 

900CE 

Being a Historian 

Going Global  

Cause and effect - Know how the history of one country may directly impact another The Great, the 

Bold, the Brave 

Space Scientists 

900CE 

Going Global  

Cause and effect - Know about the ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences of people in the past 

 

The Great, the 

Bold, the Brave 

The Holiday Show 

Space Scientists  

900CE 

Being a Historian 

Going Global  
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Progression of Skills within the History Curriculum  
Year 

Group 

By the end of Early Years, the learners will: 
E
a

rl
y

 

Y
e

a
rs

  

To discuss about significant events.  

To discuss past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members.  

To discuss a past event in the correct order.  

To share experiences and knowledge from different parts of their lives with each other.  

 

Y
e

a
r 

1
 a

n
d

 2
 

                      

       

By the end of Key Stage One, the learners will:  

 

Unit/s where the skill is covered/revisited 

Year 1 Year 2  

Historians and their research methods Be able to formulate questions about objects from the past  

 

People of the Past 

The Magic 

Toymaker 

From A to B 

Time Travellers 

Hooray! Let’s Go 

on Holiday! 

 

 

Historians and their research methods Be able to select and record relevant information about the 

past 

 

People of the Past 

The Magic 

Toymaker 

From A to B 

Time Travellers 

Hooray! Let’s Go 

on Holiday! 

 

Time and Chronology Be able to order events and objects chronologically 

 

People of the Past 

The Magic 

Toymaker 

Treasure Islands 

 

From A to B 

Time Travellers 

Hooray! Let’s Go 

on Holiday! 

 

Cause and effect - Be able to suggest reasons for change  

 

People of the Past 

The Magic 

Toymaker 

Time Travellers 

Cause and effect  - Be able to identify results/consequences of historical events 

 

People of the Past Time Travellers 

Cause and effect -Be able to associate causes and effects of change. 

 

People of the Past 

The Magic 

Toymaker 

 

 

 

Time Travellers 
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By the end of Lower Key Stage 2, the learners will:  

 

Unit/s where the skill is covered/revisited 

Year 3 Year 4 

Historians and their research methods - Be able to formulate questions about events from the past  

 

Explorers and 

Adventurers 

 

Temples, Tombs 

and Treasures 

They Made a 

Difference 

Historians and their research methods - Be able to select and record relevant information including 

multiple sources 

 

Explorers and 

Adventurers 

Scavengers and 

Settlers 

Temples, Tombs 

and Treasures 

They Made a 

Difference 

Time and Chronology -Be able to organise events and societies chronologically 

 

Explorers and 

Adventurers 

Scavengers and 

Settlers 

Temples, Tombs 

and Treasures 

They Made a 

Difference 

Cause and effect -Be able to suggest reasons for particular events and changes 

 

Explorers and 

Adventurers 

Scavengers and 

Settlers 

Temples, Tombs 

and Treasures 

They Made a 

Difference 

Cause and effect -Be able to describe results/consequences of historical events, situations 

 

Explorers and 

Adventurers 

Scavengers and 

Settlers 

They Made a 

Difference 

 

Cause and effect -Be able to give an opinion on the most significant contributor to change 

 

 

 They Made a 

Difference 

Y
e

a
r 

5
 a

n
d

 6
 

 

  Y
e

a
r 

3
 a

n
d

 4
 

                                        

       

By the end of Upper Key Stage 2, the learners will: Unit/s where the skill is covered/revisited 

Year 5 Year 6 

Historians and their research methods - Be able to formulate questions related to different 

perspectives of the past 

The Great, the Bold 

and the Brave 

Space Scientists  

 

900CE 

Historians and the research methods - Be able to analyse the viewpoint and resulting bias in 

historical sources 

The Great, the Bold 

and the Brave 

 

Being a Historian 

Time and chronology - Be able to classify and organise events and societies both chronologically 

and regionally 

The Great, the Bold 

and the Brave 

Space Scientists  

The Holiday Show  

 

900CE 

Full Power  

Being a Historian 

Going Global  
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Cause and effect - Be able to infer reasons for historical events, situations and changes Space Scientists  

 

900CE 

Being a Historian 

Cause and effect - Be able to explain results/consequences of historical events, situations The Great, the Bold 

and the Brave 

 

900CE 

Being a Historian 

Cause and effect - Be able to identify the ‘trigger’ that led to change and development The Great, the Bold 

and the Brave 

Space Scientists  

 

900CE 

Going Global  
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Progression of Understanding within the History Curriculum  
Year 

Group 

By the end of Early Years, the learners will: 
E
a

rl
y

 

Y
e

a
rs

 To understand why things happen and give explanations.  

To understand past, present and future.  

To develop an understanding of themselves and the world around them.  

 

Y
e

a
r 

1
 a

n
d

 2
 

         

       

By the end of Key Stage One, the learners will:  

 

Unit/s where the understanding is 

covered/revisited 

Year 1 Year 2  

Historians and their research methods - Understand that we are still collecting evidence about the 

past 

 

 Time Travellers 

Cause and effect -Understand that technological development is not a recent phenomenon 

 

People of the Past From A to B 

Time Travellers 

Treasure Islands 

Cause and effect - Understand that events/situations have causes and effects 

 

People of the Past From A to B 

Time Travellers 

Treasure Islands 

Y
e

a
r 

3
 a

n
d

 4
 

    

Y
e

a
r 

1
 a

n
d

 2
 

  

          
By the end of Lower Key Stage 2, the learners will:  

 

Unit/s where the understanding is 

covered/revisited 

Year 3 Year 4 

Cause and effect -Understand that there are different accounts of the same event 

 

Explorers and 

Adventurers 

Scavengers and 

Settlers 

Temples, Tombs 

and Treasures 

They made a 

Difference 

Cause and effect - Understand that there are still mysteries around how ancient civilisations used 

technology 

 

 Temples, Tombs 

and Treasures 

Cause and effect  -Understand that multiple causes contribute to change 

 

Explorers and 

Adventurers 

Temples, Tombs 

and Treasures 

Y
e

a
r 

5
 a

n
d

 

Y
e

a
r 

6
 

 Unit/s where the understanding is 

covered/revisited 

Year 5 Year 6 

Historians and their research methods - Understand why accounts of the same event may differ 

 

The Great, the Bold 

and the Brave 

900CE 

Being a Historian  
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Cause and effect - Understand ancient and modern technological developments and their impacts 

 

The Great, the Bold 

and the Brave 

Space Scientists  

 

 

900CE 

Full Power  

Being a Historian 

Going Global  

 

 Cause and effect - Understand how multiple causes contribute to a change The Great, the Bold 

and the Brave 

Space Scientists  

 

900CE 

Being a Historian 

 


