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The International Curriculum Overview: Intent, Implementation and Impact 

The International Early Years Curriculum (IEYC) and the International Primary Curriculum (IPC) are curriculum models based on thematic units that 

cover Nursery to Y6. Today’s children face more diverse challenges and opportunities than any other generation before them: climate change, 

political change, inequality, migration, an accelerating pace of technology and access to more information than ever before are just some of 

the issues that out children will face in their lives.  

The Vision and Philosophy of the International Curriculum  

Aim: the International Curriculum aims to improve learning in schools by supporting teachers and leaders through the provision of internationally 

researched curriculum materials and engaging units of learning. 

Philosophy: central to the international curriculum is the belief in, and commitment to, the holistic development of learners through enjoyable 

academic, personal and international learning that prepares them for opportunities and challenges now and in the future. 

At Willow Tree  the aim and the philosophy of the International Curriculum fits with our own school vision of ‘achieving excellence together’ where 

we offer an engaging curriculum where our children can foster a passion for learning and curiosity that will help to develop high aspirations and 

a lifetime of opportunities. 

Seven Foundations of the IPC 

The IPC is designed and driven by underpinning foundations that ensure the curriculum remains learning focused and puts the goal of improving 

learning at the centre of what we do. The following seven underpinning foundations from the structure of the IPC. 

▪ Foundation 1: Learner-focused personal, international and subject learning goals 

▪ Foundation 2: A progressive pedagogy 

▪ Foundation 3: A process to facilitate learning for all 

▪ Foundation 4: Globally competent learners 

▪ Foundation 5: Knowledge, skills, and understanding are taught, learned and assessed differently 

▪ Foundation 6: Connected learning 

▪ Foundation 7: Assessment for improving learning 

Each of the seven foundations for learning are exemplified below. Further detailed information can be found in the IPC Curriculum Guide 2020 to 

2026. 
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Foundation 1: Learner-focused personal, international and subject learning goals 

Learning should be at the core of what every good school does, and the overarching question that IPC asks is ‘how 

does this improve learning?’ The subject learning goals covered the knowledge, skills and understanding that 

children should learn across a range of subjects. The eight personal learning goals are integral to the IPC. The aim of 

the personal learning Goals is to develop character and attitudes rather than knowledge, skills and understanding. 

The development of an inquisitive mind and a sense of curiosity about the world and its people is essential for 

international learning. The international learning goals help learners begin the move towards increasing their 

knowledge and understanding of national, international, global and intercultural perspectives on the world around 

them whilst developing the capacity to take action and make a difference.  

Foundation 2: A progressive pedagogy 

A key part of the IPC focuses on brain-based learning. The IPC recognises that we have two types of memory: the working memory and the long-

term memory. The IPC units of learning work on the theory of children being able to extract prior learning and apply this to new learning as they 

complete the units of work across the year groups. The international curriculum has been designed to promote the use of 

a constructive pedagogy in classrooms whereby learners connect new knowledge to prior knowledge and are actively 

engaged in constructing their own understanding. The Knowledge Harvest enables children the opportunity to share what 

they already know about the upcoming learning so that it can be tailored accordingly to their needs. It also supports the 

strengthening of neuronal connections by helping learners to make links between new and existing learning.  

Foundation 3: A process to facilitate learning for all 

All IPC units follow the process to facilitate learning with a learner at the centre, which is structured to make sure that 

children’s learning experiences are stimulating and therefore effective. The key parts of the process include: Entry Point, 

Knowledge Harvest, Explaining the Theme, Research, Record, Reflect and the Exit Point, all underpinned by assessment for improving learning. The 

process to facilitate learning is repeated many times through an academic year, providing familiarity and routine to children’s learning journeys.   
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 Foundation 4: Globally competent learners 

In order for children who learn through the International Curriculum to become engaged globally, competent citizens, it is crucial for them to 

develop not only a strong interest in their own and others cultures and a deep understanding of multiple perspectives, but also a keen desire to 

help shape local and global communities through actions that impact positively on society. Being globally aware starts in our own school 

community before expanding to the local area and then further afield to the UK and more globally. All units within the International Curriculum 

cover an international dimension to allow the children to reflect, deepen their understanding of the world in which they live.  

 

 

Foundation 5: Knowledge, skills, and understanding are taught, learned and assessed differently 

Across the international curriculum, Knowledge, skills and understanding are all considered valuable. All of the Knowledge Learning Goals start 

with ‘to know’, all of the Skills Learning Goals start with ‘be able to’ and all of the Understanding Learning Goals start with ‘understand’. Icons for 

knowledge, skills, and understanding are shared with children along with the definitions for each. 

KNOWLEDGE 

 

 

Definition: We think of 

knowledge as ‘knowing 

that’  

Characteristics of knowledge: Knowledge can be new or consolidated. 

Knowledge is continually expanding and can change as new discoveries are 

made.  

SKILLS  

 

Definition: We think of skills 

as ‘being able to do 

something’  

 

Characteristics of skills: Skills are learnt in a practical way; they can be new or 

consolidated. We define developmental stages of acquiring skills as ‘Beginning, 

Developing, Mastering and Innovating’.  
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UNDERSTANDING  Definition: We think of 

understanding as making 

meaning  

 

Characteristics of understanding: Understanding is personal and connections 

have to be made actively by the learner in order to make meaning. Multiple 

opportunities should be offered for learners to develop and demonstrate their 

understanding. Understanding includes components of knowledge, skills 

 and experience.  

  

 

Foundation 6: Connected Learning 

The international curriculum promotes connected learning in a variety of ways. Learning is interdependent through connecting 

ideas to subjects and between subjects and prior learning to current learning so that the connections in the brain are reinforced. 

In the IPC subjects are built independently and interdependently into different thematic units of learning so that learners can 

engage in dialogue from different viewpoints. This enables children to see the wider context of their learning and to make 

connections both through and across different subjects.  

 

Foundation 7: Assessment for improving learning 

Whilst teachers are expected to plan for assessment opportunities, the reality is that learner performance, interactions and questions provide a 

constant stream of important information that the teacher should be using on an ongoing basis to inform future planning. Assessment for improving 

learning involves teachers and learners becoming partners in learning, helping teachers to further develop the knowledge, skills and understanding 

of their learners. Knowledge is assessed in a range of ways. This might include the Knowledge Harvest, quizzes, question and answer sessions. Skills 

are assessed through rubrics.  
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At Willow Tree we encourage our children to develop and master a range of knowledge, skills and understanding 

in all areas of the curriculum. As a whole school community, we have devised a range of subject characters and 

knowledge, skills and understanding principles that are specific to each area of the curriculum, to enable the 

children to identify not only the subject they are learning but also the content. The characters were shared with 

the children and they generated a list of knowledge, skills and understanding for each area. 

 

In Geography, when the children are being geographers they: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

use maps and atlas to locate 

countries, continents and 

oceans 

understand similarities and 

differences being others countries 

and the UK 

use geographical vocabulary 

to describe human features of 

places 

use geographical vocab to 

describe physical features of 

different places 

identify weather and climate 

conditions linked to a countries 

location in the world 

Use compass directions, 

locational/directional vocabulary  

 

describe positions on maps using 

the specific positions e.g. lines of 

longitude and latitude 

understand how the location of a 

country, its physical and human 

features have an impact on the 

lives of the people that live their 
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Geography   

Learners will know that the study of geography will equip them with knowledge about diverse places, people, 

resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical 

and human processes. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen 

their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of 

landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills provide the frameworks and  

approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over 

time. 

 

 

As well as meeting the Learning Goals, to be successful, learners must:  

– Use appropriate vocabulary and subject specific terminology  

– Connect learning within and between subjects  

– Engage with current affairs on a local and global level, including ethical issues  

– Make use of available, fitting technology 

– Demonstrate academic honesty  

– Apply all the Personal Learning Goals 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
  

In Early Years the foundations for future Geography learning are covered in Mathematics and 

Understanding the World areas of Learning 

Key 

Vocabulary 
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Geography 

Three and 
Four-Year-Olds 

Mathematics • Understand position through words alone. For example, “The 

bag is under the table,” – with no pointing. 

• Describe a familiar route. 

• Discuss routes and locations, using words like ‘in front of’ 

and ‘behind’. 

Understanding the World • Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural 

materials. 

• Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the 

natural environment and all living things. 

• Know that there are different countries in the work and 

talk about the differences they have experienced or seen 

in photos. 

Reception Understanding the World • Draw information from a simple map. 

• Recognise some similarities and differences between life in 

this country and life in other countries. 

• Explore the natural world around them. 

• Recognise some environments that are different to the one in 

which they live. 

ELG Understanding 
the World 

People, 
Culture and 
Communities 

• Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from 
observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps. 

• Explain some similarities and differences between life in this 

country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from 

stories, non-fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps. 

The Natural 
World 

• Know some similarities and differences between the natural 

world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on 

their experiences and what has been read in class. 

• Understand some important processes and changes in the 

natural world around them, including the seasons. 

  

Seasons 

Autumn 

Winter 

Spring 

Summer 

Map 

Local 

Senses 

Touch 

Taste 

Hear 

Smell 

See 

Environment  

Care 

Position 

In front 

Behind 

On top of 

Underneath 

Forwards 

Backwards 

Respect 

Countries 

World 
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How our environment lays the foundation for 

future geography progression 

The Early Years environment provides opportunities for Geography learning.  A range 

of geographical knowledge is taught throughout the year and different geographical 

skills are practised.   

 

The EYFS environment will change throughout the year dependant on what is being 

taught e.g. during Winter learning, there will be a Polar Region exploration area and 

when we learn about Australia in the ‘once upon a time’ unit, the children will be 

able to explore Australian objects, animals, globes and world maps.  Similarly, during 

Chinese New Year, Chinese objects will be available. 

 

In our outdoor area, the children have access to investigative resources all year round 

to explore and investigate their outdoor world.  

 
   

What resources and texts we use to lay the 

foundation for future geography progression  

Throughout the year, many books will be used as a starting point to help lay the 

foundations for children’s future geographical learning.   The books used will be a 

mixture of fiction and non-fiction, for example, in the first half term, children will 

explore the book ‘The 3 little pigs.’  We will look at the homes that are built within this 

story and then this will lead us on to exploring homes in different countries.  We will 

then use a range of non-fiction texts to explore homes in other countries.     

 

Another example is, in Spring 2, we will read the text ‘Handa’s Surprise and this will 

lead us on to studying Kenya using maps, atlases and non-fiction texts.  The children 

will be able to consider the similarities and differences between life in England and life 

in Kenya.   
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What learning experiences we provide to lay 

the foundations for future geography 

progression 

In the EYFS, children begin to develop their geographical knowledge by exploring 

features of our school, local area and beyond.  Children have the opportunity to 

explore our school grounds to enhance and apply their skills as geographers.  Maps 

and atlases are then used to investigate different places as we begin to compare 

and contrast different environments.  During the ‘world around us’ unit, the children 

visit the nature reserve Martin Mere to learn about birds, nature and investigate their 

natural world.  Similarly, during our summer unit on ‘Ocean Treasures,’ the children 

visit Formby beach to allow them to explore using all of their senses.  

Throughout the year, children observe and discuss weather and seasonal changes.  

To do this, we make use of our outdoor environment and school grounds to ensure 

that learning is experiential.   
  

Units being taught in Reception  The learners will be learning 

about… 

Key Vocabulary 

 

This is me 
-Knows where they live (house, flat, 

bungalow) 

-Know that we live in Huyton, Liverpool 

which is in England 

-To be able to articulate what daily life is 

like in our country. 

-To be able to talk about what they see 

in their own environment (school/home) 

using a growing vocabulary.  

-Live 

-House 

-Home 

-Huyton 

-Liverpool 

-England 

 

To the rescue 
-To be able to explain features of other 

homes.  

-Knows that different countries have 

different homes.  

-To be able to explain how life may be 

different for other children.  

-Country 

-Similar 

-Different 

-World 

-Environment 
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Once upon a time 

-To be able to identify features on a 

simple map (trees, house, river, 

mountain). 

-Knows that there are different countries 

in the world (Australia study).  

-To be able to make comparisons 

between life for children in different 

countries. 

-To be able to talk about local 

environments. 

-Knows that 4 countries make up the UK 

and can name at least 1 other country. 

-Australia 
-UK 

-Local 

-England 

-Map 

-Koala bear 

-Aboriginal 

-Features 

-Natural 

-Manmade 

 

Animal rescuers 
-To be able to make comparisons 

between life for children in different 

countries.  

-To be able to recognise some 

environments that are different to the 

one in which they live. 

-Countries 

-Kenya 

-Africa 

-Difference 

 

The world around us 
-Can use maps to locate objects in real 

life.  

-To be able to briefly explain the 

difference between human and 

physical features. 

-To be able to name the 4 countries of 

the UK and at least 2 other countries. 

-To be able to identify similarities and 

differences between homes in our 

country. 

-Similar 

-Different 

-Map 

-Features 

-Locate 

-Human 

-Physical 

-UK 

-England 

-Ireland 

-Scotland 

-Wales 
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Ocean treasures 

-To be able to briefly explain the 

difference between human and 

physical features. 

-To be to identify similarities and 

differences between homes in other 

countries or places (including animal 

homes).  

-To be able to use pictures to compare 

and contrast environments around the 

world.   

-UK 

-Countries 

-World 

-Human features 

-Physical features 

-Compare 

-Environment 

-Animals 

-Sea creatures 

-Beach  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 1 and 2 NC Purpose of Study for Geography 
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Purpose of study 

A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of 

their lives. Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep 

understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their 

understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. Geographical 

knowledge, understanding and skills provide the framework and approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected 

and change over time. 

 

Y
e

a
r 

1
  

NC Statutory Programme of Study for KS1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit being taught The learners will be finding out….. Key 

Vocabulary 
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Treasure Island 

Physical Geography  

 

 

In Geography, we'll be learning about: 

 

• The other countries near us 

• Islands around the world 

• Marks and division on a globe and world map 

• Fruits that grow in different places 

• Transport routes 

• Using and creating maps and plans 

• The compass rose 

Land, buildings, 

position, map, 

atlas, key, 

climate, 

weather, 

seasons, scales, 

locate, features, 

similarities, 

differences, 

physical, human, 

country, 

continents, seas, 

oceans, equator, 

environment 

Science - Green Fingers 

Living Things Plants and 

Animals  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Geography, we'll be learning about: 

 

• Plants that grow in other countries 

• How climate and weather patterns affect life around the world 

 

Science – The Earth Our 

Home   

Living Things Plants and 

Animals  

 

In Geography, we’ll be learning about: 
 

• How we know places and habitats are changing. 

• How humans are changing the landscape. 
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NC Statutory Programme of Study for KS1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit being taught The learners will be finding out….. Key 

Vocabulary 

From A to B  

Innovations and 

Developments  

 

 

In Geography, we’ll be learning about: 

 

• How we travel to school 

• How we can use maps to record our journey 

• Travel to – and around – different countries 

 

 

 

 

Land, buildings, 

position, map, 

atlas, key, climate, 

weather, seasons, 

scales, locate, 

features, similarities, 

differences, 

physical, human, 

country, 

continents, seas, 

oceans, equator, 

environment 

Hooray – Let’s go on 

holiday! 

In Geography, we’ll be learning about: 

 

• The places people go to on holiday 
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Inventions and 

development 

 

 

• How people travel to holiday destinations 

• Some of the things people do on holiday 

• What the weather is like in different holiday destinations 

 

 

 

 

 

Science – We are What we 

Eat  

Health and Well-being  

 

 

 

 

 

In Geography, we’ll be learning about: 

 

• Where our food comes from 

• Why different foods are grown and eaten in different countries 

 

 

 

 

 

Science – Live and Let Live 

Living Things Plants and 

Animals  

 

  

 

 

 

In Geography, we'll be learning about: 

 

• Places where plants and animals live 

• Different places where we can live 
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NC Statutory Programme of Study for KS2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit being taught The learners will be finding out….. Key 

Vocabulary 

Explorers and Adventurers 

Exploring the World  

 

In Geography, we’ll be learning about: 

 

• The places we have been and why 

• Mapping journeys of explorers 

• The Earth and how it is represented on maps. 

 

 

 

Longitude, latitude, 

northern 

hemisphere, 

southern 

hemisphere, 

compass, grid, river 

mouth, estuary , 

deforestation, 

agriculture, climate 

change, locality, 

tectonic plates, 

active, dormant, 

Vanishing Rainforests  

Habitats and Environments  

 

In Geography we’ll be learning about: 

 

• Locations of rainforests around the world 

• Products we use that come from the rainforest 
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 • What life is like for people who live in tropical rainforests  

• Changes to the rainforests over time 

• Causes of deforestation  

• What we can do to save, sustain and protect the rainforests. 

 

 

extinct, crater, 

cone, ash cloud, 

lava, lateral and 

central vent, 

magma 

Scavengers and Settlers  

Past Civilisations  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Geography, we’ll be learning about: 

 

• The historical region of Mesopotamia 

• Ancient Mesopotamian farming and how they were self-sufficient. 

 

 

 

 

 

Science – What’s on the 

menu? 

Health and Well-being  

 

 

In Geography, we’ll be learning about: 

 

• Geographical features in the local area 

• Foods that are produced by farms locally 

• The journey of the food from the farm to the fork 

• Food miles and the advantages and disadvantages of local and imported food. 

 

Science – Let’s Plant It 

Living things: plants and 

animals 

 

 

In Geography, we’ll be learning about: 

 

• Where our plant-based food grows 

• How plants become the food we eat. 
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NC Statutory Programme of Study for KS2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit being taught The learners will be finding out….. Key 

Vocabulary 

Island Life 

Physical Geography 

 

In Geography, we’ll be learning about: 

 

• The continents of the world and their islands 

• Interpreting and using maps 

• Lines marked on maps and globes that divide up the Earth  

• The geographical features on different islands 

• Features of a river 

• The water cycle 

• How to use 4 figure grid references 

• The different ways islands are formed 

• How humans have developed and made use of islands. 

 

Longitude, latitude, 

northern 

hemisphere, 

southern 

hemisphere, 

compass, grid, river 

mouth, estuary , 

deforestation, 

agriculture, climate 

change, locality, 

tectonic plates, 

active, dormant, 
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Science – Bright Sparks 

Electricity and Energy   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Geography, we’ll be learning about: 

 

• The different ways electricity is generated. 

 

extinct, crater, 

cone, ash cloud, 

lava, lateral and 

central vent, 

magma 

 

Science – Land, Sea and 

Sky  

Habitats and Environment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Geography, we’ll be learning about: 

 

• The various bodies of water in the host country 

• The different parts of a river 

• Using maps to learn about the course of a river 

• How the force of water shapes our planet. 
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NC Statutory Programme of Study for KS2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit being taught The learners will be finding out….. Key 

Vocabulary 

Weather and Climate 

Change and Natural 

Forces 

 

 

 

In Geography, we’ll be learning about: 

 

• The weather and climate in different parts of the world 

• Weather forecasts 

• The rain cycle  

• Different types of precipitation 

• Cloud formation and measuring cloud cover  

• What causes wind 

• Named winds around the world 

• Tornadoes 

• How weather affects human activities  

• How the Earth’s atmosphere helps our climate. 

 

Deposits, 

meanders, delta, 

braided channels, 

physical/human 

features, 

geographical 

features, 

topographical 

features, contour 

lines, elevation, 

landforms, Tropic of 

Cancer/Capricorn, 

Artic/Antarctic 
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The Holiday Show 

Exploring the World  

 

 

 

In Geography, we’ll be learning about: 

 

• Reasons people go on holiday to different places 

• The different lines around a globe and on maps 

• Weather and climate in different parts of the world 

• Creating virtual tours of far away places 

• Making and interpreting maps  

• The benefits and issues caused by tourism 

• How natural disasters impact tourism. 

 

Circle, Prime 

Meridian, 

hemisphere, 

biomes, proximity, 

economic activity 

Science – Space Scientists  

Earth and Space  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Geography we’ll be learning about: 

 

• The structure of the inside Earth. 
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NC Statutory Programme of Study for KS2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit being taught The learners will be finding out….. Key 

Vocabulary 

Going Global  

Globalisation and 

Economics 

 

 

In Geography we’ll be finding out: 

 

• How people used to trade in the past 

• The goods that were trade in past societies and ancient civilisations 

• Major trade routes around the world. 

 

 

Deposits, meanders, 

delta, braided 

channels, 

physical/human 

features, 

geographical 

features, 

topographical 

features, contour 

lines, elevation, 

landforms, Tropic of 

Cancer/Capricorn, 

Artic/Antarctic Circle, 

Prime Meridian, 

hemisphere 
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Being a Historian  

Finding Out About the Past 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Geography, we’ll be learning about: 

 

• How borders, names and country divisions have changed over time 

• How tectonic activity has shaped our world and what historians can learn from these 

landforms. 

Science - 

Existing…Endangered...Exti

nct? 

Habitats and Environments 

 

 

In Geography, we’ll be learning about: 

 

• Characteristics of different biomes found on earth 

• Threats causing changes to biomes  

• Habitat loss 

• Causes and impact of global warming  

• Using graphs and tables to gather information about changes to the environment. 
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Progression of Knowledge within the Geography Curriculum  
Year 

Group 

By the end of Early Years, the learners will: 
E
a

rl
y

 Y
e

a
rs

 -Know features of their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.   

 

-Know some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction 

texts and maps. 

 

-Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on experiences and 

what has been read in class.  

 

-Know that there are changes in the natural world e.g. seasons and states of matter. 
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Y
e

a
r 

1
 a

n
d

 2
 

         

       

By the end of Key Stage One, the learners will:  

 

Unit/s where the knowledge is 

covered/revisited 

Year 1 Year 2  

Weather and Climatic Conditions 

Know about the weather and climatic conditions in the host country and how they affect the  

environment and the lives of the people living there 

Treasure Island 

The Earth: Our 

Home 

Green Fingers! 

From A to B 

Hooray... Let's Go 

On Holiday! 

Changing Landscapes and Places  

Know about the natural geographical processes which impact on the host country/locality 

The Earth: Our 

Home 

Green Fingers! 

Hooray... Let's Go 

On Holiday! 

Interaction of People and Environments  

Know about similarities and differences between localities including places of significance 

Treasure Island 

The Earth: Our 

Home 

From A to B 

Hooray... Let's Go 

On Holiday! 

We Are What We 

Eat 

Live and Let Live 

Y
e

a
r 

3
 a

n
d

 4
 

    

Y
e

a
r 

1
 a

n
d

 2
 

  

          

By the end of Lower Key Stage 2, the learners will:  

 

Unit/s where the knowledge is 

covered/revisited 

Year 3 Year 4 

Weather and Climatic Conditions 

Know about the weather and climatic conditions in two contrasting countries and how they  

affect the environment and the lives of people living there 

Explorers And 

Adventurers 

Vanishing 

Rainforests 

 

Changing Landscapes and Places  

Know how the structure of the earth causes natural changes to the landscape 

 Island Life 

Land, Sea and Sky 

Interaction of People and Environments  

Know about similarities and differences between different environments and industries within the 

host country 

Let's Plant It! 

What's On The 

Menu? 

Bright Sparks 

Y
e

a
r 

5
 a

n
d

 6
 

 
  Y

e
a

r 
3

 a
n

d
 4

 

                                         

By the end of Upper Key Stage 2, the learners will: Unit/s where the knowledge is 

covered/revisited 

 Year 5 Year 6 

Weather and Climatic Conditions 

Know about the weather and climatic conditions in places influenced by different geographical 

factors 

Weather and 

Climate 

The Holiday Show  

Going Global 

Existing, 

Endangered, 

Extinct 

Changing Landscapes and Places  

Know different natural geographical processes (non-tectonic) which cause the landscape to 

change 

Weather and 

Climate 

The Holiday Show 

Space Scientists  

Being a Historian 
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Interaction of People and Environments  

Know how different environments drive different types of economic activity 

Weather and 

Climate 

The Holiday Show 

Going Global 



28 | P a g e  

 

Progression of Skills within the Geography Curriculum  
Year 

Group 

By the end of Early Years, the learners will: 
E
a

rl
y

 Y
e

a
rs

 To be able to describe their immediate environment using vocabulary such as trees, grass, road etc.  

 

To be able to talk about similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries.  

 

To be able to explore and make observations of the natural world around them 

 

To be able to draw pictures of the natural world. 

 

To be able to talk about changes in the natural world e.g. seasons and states of matter. 
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Y
e

a
r 

1
 a

n
d

 2
 

         

       

By the end of Key Stage One, the learners will:  

 

Unit/s where the skill is covered/revisited 

Year 1 Year 2  

Geographical data collection and interpretation 

Be able to identify features of familiar places on a map and/or plan, including globes and digital 

maps 

Treasure Island 

The Earth: Our 

Home 

From A to B 

Hooray... Let's Go 

On Holiday! 

We Are What We 

Eat 

Live and Let Live 

Geographical data collection and interpretation 

Be able to create simple maps and plans 

Treasure Island From A to B 

Geographical data collection and interpretation 

Be able to use given sources to gather information 

Treasure Island 

The Earth: Our 

Home 

From A to B 

Hooray... Let's Go 

On Holiday! 

We Are What We 

Eat 

Live and Let Live 

Geographical data collection and interpretation 

Be able to reflect on the effectiveness of research tools and instruments 

 From A to B 

We Are What We 

Eat 

Geographical data collection and interpretation 

Be able to sort, group and classify data 

Treasure Island 

Green Fingers! 

Hooray... Let's Go 

On Holiday! 

We Are What We 

Eat 

Changing landscapes and places  

Be able to describe geographical features of the host country 

Treasure Island 

The Earth: Our 

Home 

From A to B 

Hooray... Let's Go 

On Holiday! 

Live and Let Live 

Interaction of people and environments 

Be able to justify views and opinions about the local environment 

Treasure Island 

The Earth: Our 

Home 

Hooray... Let's Go 

On Holiday! 

Y
e

a
r 

3
 

a
n

d
 4

 
    

Y
e

a
r 

1
 

a
n

d
 2

 
  

          

By the end of Lower Key Stage 2, the learners will:  

 

Unit/s where the skill is covered/revisited 

Year 3 Year 4 

Geographical data collection and interpretation 

Be able to interpret maps of familiar and unfamiliar places, including digital maps 

 

Explorers And 

Adventurers 

Vanishing 

Rainforests 

What's On The 

Menu? 

Island Life 

Land, Sea and Sky 
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Geographical data collection and interpretation 

Be able to create maps and plans using symbols 

Explorers And 

Adventurers 

Island Life 

Land, Sea and Sky 

Geographical data collection and interpretation 

Be able to use a variety of sources to gather geographical information 

 

Explorers And 

Adventurers 

Vanishing 

Rainforests 

Scavengers and 

Settlers 

Let's Plant It! 

What's On The 

Menu? 

Island Life 

Bright Sparks 

Land, Sea and Sky 

Geographical data collection and interpretation 

Be able to evaluate the effectiveness of research tools and instruments and suggest improvements 

 

What's On The 

Menu? 

Island Life 

Land, Sea and Sky 

Geographical data collection and interpretation 

Be able to identify relevant data to answer questions 

 

Explorers And 

Adventurers 

Vanishing 

Rainforests 

Let's Plant It! 

What's On The 

Menu? 

Island Life 

Bright Sparks 

Changing Landscapes and Places  

Be able to describe geographical features of the host continent 

 

What's On The 

Menu? 

Island Life 

Land, Sea and Sky 

Interaction of people and environments 

Be able to describe human activities that can cause or reduce environmental issues 

Vanishing 

Rainforests 

Scavengers and 

Settlers 

What's On The 

Menu? 

Bright Sparks 

Y
e

a
r 

5
 

a
n

d
 6

 
   Y

e
a

r 
3

 a
n

d
 4

 

                                        

       

By the end of Upper Key Stage 2, the learners will: Unit/s where the skill is covered/revisited 

Year 5 Year 6 

Geographical data collection and interpretation 

Be able to use and interpret globes, images  and maps including identifying differences in scale, 

including digital maps 

Weather and 

Climate 

The Holiday Show 

Being a Historian 

Geographical data collection and interpretation 

Be able to create maps and plans using symbols and a legend 

Weather and 

Climate 

The Holiday Show 

Going Global 

Being a Historian 
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Existing, 

Endangered, 

Extinct 

Geographical data collection and interpretation 

Be able to collect data using a variety of research tools and instruments 

Weather and 

Climate 

The Holiday Show 

Going Global 

Geographical data collection and interpretation 

Be able to evaluate research tools and instruments, identifying their limitations and suggesting 

improvements 

Weather and 

Climate 

The Holiday Show 

 

Geographical data collection and interpretation 

Be able to interpret data in order to draw conclusions 

Weather and 

Climate 

The Holiday Show 

Going Global 

Being a Historian 

Existing, 

Endangered, 

Extinct 

Changing Landscapes and Places  

Be able to name and describe geographical features of the Earth 

Weather and 

Climate 

The Holiday Show 

Space Scientists 

Being a Historian 

Existing, 

Endangered, 

Extinct 

Interaction of people and environments 

Be able to identify geographical issues caused by the imbalance between production and 

consumption 

The Holiday Show Going Global 

Existing, 

Endangered, 

Extinct 
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Progression of Understanding within the Geography Curriculum  
Year 

Group 

By the end of Early Years, the learners will: 
E
a

rl
y

 Y
e

a
rs

 To understand the difference between hot and cold seasons e.g. hot, cold, sunny and cloudy.  

 

To understand there are different environmental features such as park, house, forest etc.  

 

To explain own knowledge and understanding.  

 

To understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them. 
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Y
e

a
r 

1
 a

n
d

 2
 

         

       

By the end of Key Stage One, the learners will:  

 

Unit/s where the understanding is 

covered/revisited 

Year 1 Year 2  

Weather and Climatic Conditions  

Understand how where you are on earth influences weather and climatic conditions 

 

Treasure Island 

The Earth: Our 

Home 

Green Fingers! 

From A to B 

Hooray... Let's Go 

On Holiday! 

We Are What We 

Eat 

Live and Let Live 

Changing Landscapes and Places  

Understand there is a difference between cyclical (predictable) natural changes and those that 

are unpredictable 

Treasure Island  

The Earth: Our 

Home 

 

Interaction of people and environments 

Understand that there are different reasons for why people choose to live in places 

 

 Hooray... Let's Go 

On Holiday! 

Live and Let Live 

Y
e

a
r 

3
 a

n
d

 4
 

    

Y
e

a
r 

1
 a

n
d

 2
 

  

          

By the end of Lower Key Stage 2, the learners will:  

 

Unit/s where the understanding is 

covered/revisited 

Year 3 Year 4 

Weather and Climatic Conditions  

Understand that a variety of geographical factors can influence weather and climatic conditions 

Let's Plant It! Island Life 

Changing Landscapes and Places  

Understand how humans prepare for and respond to natural disasters 

 Land, Sea and Sky 

Interaction of people and environments 

Understand how people’s quality of life is impacted by local geographical features 

Vanishing 

Rainforests 

Scavengers and 

Settlers 

What's On The 

Menu? 

Island Life 

Land, Sea and Sky 

  Y
e

a
r 

5
 a

n
d

 6
  

  Y
e

a
r 

3
 a

n
d

 4
 

                                         

By the end of Upper Key Stage 2, the learners will: Unit/s where the understanding is 

covered/revisited 

Year 5 Year 6 

Weather and Climatic Conditions  

Understand that weather and climatic conditions bring both threats and opportunities including 

those of an economic nature 

Weather and 

Climate 

The Holiday Show 

Going Global 

Existing, 

Endangered, 

Extinct 

Changing Landscapes and Places  

Understand that the impact of changes caused by natural geographical processes can be 

reduced 

Weather and 

Climate 

The Holiday Show 
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Interaction of people and environments 

Understand the role different organisations play in improving the quality of life for people in different  

places 

The Holiday Show Going Global 

 


